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Looking at LibGuides Critically: A Story

- Who
- When
- Where
- Why
- How



☞ What does publishing mean to you?
A. Peer reviewed
B. Revised 
C. Authenticated by a third party 
D. Depends on the context
E. Information available to the public

http://etc.ch/acpS
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Publishing

anything that is available to the public



www.nyctrash.info
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Digital Publishing Pilot aims 
to raise the visibility and 
enhance access to Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo scholarship 
by creating a digitally 
immersive, interactive 
system for open, accessible 
publication that focuses on 
collaboration, accessible 
approaches, and recognition 
of positionalities.



In understanding 
systems of publication, 
peer review, retention, 
tenure, and promotion, 
archives, metadata 
standards, altmetrics, 
and dissemination of 
scholarship, these 
systems have 
historically been built to 
accept a very specific 
white, male standard. 
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Who: 

Robert E. Kennedy Library Colleagues 



☞ Which image do you like the most?

A.

    
B.

C. 

  

D.

E. 
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June 1, 2020. San Luis Obispo

Where & When:



June 1, 2020. San Luis Obispo

Where & When:

Race needs to 
be understood 
as an important, 
powerful factor 
that shapes our 
societies.



☞ How do you like to share knowledge? 
A. LibGuides 

B. Collections

C. Visualizations 

D. Scavenger Hunts

E. Conversations 

http://etc.ch/acpS

http://etc.ch/acpS


☞ What should LibGuides do?
A. A list of references for classes

B. Guide an experience of physical places   

C. One accessible place of resources for workshops 

D. Introduce students to information 

E. Provide an argument through references

http://etc.ch/acpS
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How: LibGuides

- What are the purposes
of LibGuides? 

- Libraries are the heart
of scholarship.

- LibGuides are digital 
signs, pointing towards
Information. 



Scholar Representation 
by Race

This tally acknowledges 
the white supremacy in 
this field: the numbers 
indicate the racial 
representation of the 
books listed in this 
LibGuide.

Black Scholars: 0   
Indigenous Scholars:  0     
Other POC Scholars: 0   
White Scholars: 4



“In order to critically engage with 
scholarship, scholars need to be 
aware of the inherent problems 
within academic scholarship. Be 
aware that many databases 
have inherent bias that reflect a 
primarily white, cis-male 
scholarship that permeates 
American society and 
academia. Even the terms we 
use to search for research are 
inherently problematic. By 
acknowledging these inherent 
problems, you as scholars can 
participate in improving the 
academic and public discourse.”



☞ How would you title this?

A. Scholarship Engagement 

B. Expanding Race Awareness

C. As a Scholar Yourself,

D. An Introduction to Criticality 

E. Expanding Race Awareness 

“In order to critically engage with 
scholarship, scholars need to be aware of 
the inherent problems within academic 
scholarship. Be aware that many databases 
have inherent bias that reflect a primarily 
white, cis-male scholarship that permeates 
American society and academia. Even the 
terms we use to search for research are 
inherently problematic. By acknowledging 
these inherent problems, you as scholars 
can participate in improving the academic 
and public discourse.”

http://etc.ch/acpS
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- Acknowledgement in bias in 
databases, collections

- Scaffolding to highlight and 
incorporate resources for and 
about BIPOC (Black, 
Indigeous, and People of 
Color) 

- Context and reasoning behind 
resources

- Linking back to “Peer Review, 
Citation Practices, and Finding 
Scholarship” LibGuide



- Fobazi Ettarh’s “Vocational Awe and 
Librarianship: the Lies We Tell Ourselves” 
http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2018/vocational-
awe/ 

- Alison Hick’s “LibGuides: Pedagogy to 
Oppress?” 
https://hybridpedagogy.org/libguides-pedagogy-to-oppress/

- Nicole A. Cooke’s “Critical Library Instruction 
as a Pedagogical Tool” 
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1256693.pdf

- Saifya Umoja Noble’s Algorithms of 
Oppression 
https://nyupress.org/9781479837243/algorithms-of-oppressi
on/ 

- Ruha Benjamin’s Race After Technology
https://www.ruhabenjamin.com/race-after-technology

http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2018/vocational-awe/
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https://hybridpedagogy.org/libguides-pedagogy-to-oppress/
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1256693.pdf
https://nyupress.org/9781479837243/algorithms-of-oppression/
https://nyupress.org/9781479837243/algorithms-of-oppression/
https://www.ruhabenjamin.com/race-after-technology


☞ How do you establish trust online?
A. Credentials 

B. Social media 

C. Office hours 

D. Virtual tours 

E. Stories

http://etc.ch/acpS
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(she/her/hers) Trained in 
interdisciplinary histories of 
objects, specifically trash and 
its relation to whiteness; loves 
trash very much, wants to 
value that which is not valued; 
follows and frames her work 
with Black feminist 
scholarship; does not believe 
in the patriarchal capitalist 
system, trying to work against 
white supremacy and towards 
abolition.



(she/her/hers) Trained in 
interdisciplinary histories of 
objects, specifically trash and 
its relation to whiteness; loves 
trash very much, wants to 
value that which is not valued; 
follows and frames her work 
with Black feminist 
scholarship; does not believe 
in the patriarchal capitalist 
system, trying to work against 
white supremacy and towards 
abolition.

up//root
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☞ What is your virtual background?
A. Kids’ stuff

B. A nice painting behind me

C. Virtually, my office 

D. A virtual sunset

E. Sometimes the floor 

http://etc.ch/acpS
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☞ How do you design a standard?
A. Government protocols

B. See what other universities are doing 

C. Linked data 

D. Research the historical context

E. Make it up as you go
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https://guides.lib.calpoly.edu/peerreviewguide

https://guides.lib.calpoly.edu/peerreviewguide


https://guides.lib.calpoly.edu/peerreviewguide

Twanna Hodge: LibGuide Tricks 
https://buzz.springshare.com/springynews/news-49/libguides-tricks

https://guides.lib.calpoly.edu/peerreviewguide
https://buzz.springshare.com/springynews/news-49/libguides-tricks


☞ Where is the library?
A. In the stacks

B. In the services 

C. In the utilization by students 

D. At the heart of campus 

E. Anywhere

http://etc.ch/acpS
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California State 
University System

Courtesy of Kennedy Library 2020



Looking at LibGuides Critically: An Unfinished Story

- Who: our colleagues
- When: everyday
- Where: virtually, through Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and the 

state of California
- Why: need to be accountable in moving towards more 

equitable practices
- How: change our systems in how to provide reference with a 

critical lens
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 ☞ Who should you go get coffee with?



 ☞ Who should you go get coffee with?
Mostly As: you should talk to Sarah! 
Sarah has a deep love for llamas, 
but also Legos. 
slester@calpoly.edu 
 

Mostly Bs: you should hit up Laura! 
Laura plays trombone, and is a romantic 
at heart. 
lsorvett@calpoly.edu 

Mostly Cs: feel free to reach out to Russ! 
Russ likes forests, including ones that are 
featured on Downton Abbey. 
rwhite@calpoly.edu 

 

Mostly Ds:  Mercedes is someone 
you would really connect with! 
Mercedes loves dogs and also 
guacamole. 
meruther@calpoly.edu 

Mostly Es: Jaime is always 
available! 
Jaime is a snack connoisseur, including 
the ones on Love Island (the UK version). 
jpding@calpoly.edu 

mailto:slester@calpoly.edu
mailto:lsorvett@calpoly.edu
mailto:rwhite@calpoly.edu
mailto:meruther@calpoly.edu
mailto:jpding@calpoly.edu



