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Inclusive Description Task Group

• Document current practices

• Identify gaps and opportunities

• Identify remediation projects

• Identify alternative vocabularies and thesauri 

• Identify issues that are tangential but outside the scope of the 
Task Group 

• Make recommendations 



Gender in Personal Name Authorities



Gender in Personal Name Authorities



Accessibility for Non-English Speakers



Current Remapped LCSH

Source: https://github.com/trln/marc-to-argot/blob/master/lib/translation_maps/shared/subject_heading_remappings.yaml
More about this project: https://trln.org/activities/working-groups/shared-discovery-services-working-group/metadata-team/
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Remapped LCSH in our Discovery Layer



Making Alternative Thesauri Work for 
You, Your Collections, & Your Users

• LCSH isn’t great for every subject area—as we all know, there 
are some notable gaps in its coverage

• SACO is a way to fill those gaps, but it’s slow and time-
consuming (but still worth doing)

• Fortunately…there are a lot of alternative thesauri out there are 
already available for use in MARC cataloging



Source Codes for Vocabularies, 
Rules, and Schemes

• http://www.loc.gov/standards/sourcelist/subject.html





LGBTQ topics in LCSH

• Coverage can be … spotty

• Some terms are stilted (“Sexual minorities”), while a lot of topics 
are just not there at all

• Sometimes it takes a combination of several LCSH to convey a 
single idea, which isn’t ideal for clickability



Homosaurus to the Rescue!

Homosaurus.org



Homosaurus



Using Homosaurus in MARC records



Indigenous Peoples & Topics



Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS) Thesauri

https://thesaurus.aiatsis.gov.au/







Realities of using alternative thesauri

• We can’t use all of them (nor would we want to)—start with one 
or two and use them strategically

• Not every newly cataloged book is going to get them

• Original catalogers may add them to books that are passing 
across their desks, but often copy cataloging/shelf-ready won’t 
get that opportunity (can we encourage vendors?)

• Legacy metadata: is “retrospective Homosaurification” viable?

• But we have to start somewhere: Is “Well, we can’t have them 
on everything” a reason not to do it at all?



Flexing the Subject Headings 
Manual & LCSH

• Limitations and frustrations don’t just originate from LCSH itself—
sometimes catalogers feel constrained by the Subject Headings 
Manual…and sometimes it’s a joint effort between LCSH and 
SHM

• Sometimes you have to bend the rules, especially to provide 
more inclusive description…

• …so let’s use comic book cataloging as an example of how to 
think about it



The Edwin & Terry Murray Comic 
Book Collection at Duke University

• Approximately 55,000 comic books from the 1930s to the early 
2000s

• Almost everything published by major publishers such as Marvel, 
DC, Dark Horse, Image, etc. plus scattered coverage of other 
large publishers (e.g., Disney) and lots of underground comix

• Originally described at the box level in finding aids, in 2016 we 
decided to catalog it at the title and item level





Why are comic books significant to 
DEI?

• Perhaps more than any other medium regularly collected by libraries, 
comic books reflect the world around them with immediacy

• Comic book characters grow and change over decades (Wonder 
Woman turns 80 this year!) and tracing their evolution—as well as how 
they view their environment & how their environment views them—is 
very telling, especially for characters in historically marginalized groups

• Comics have often been on the forefront of introducing members of 
underrepresented groups into their universes

• In recent years, comics & graphic novels have become a low-barrier 
entry point for writers & artists of color, LGBTQ creators, women, people 
with disabilities, immigrants, etc. to tell their stories



The Problem: SHM tells you not to 
catalog comics*

• From H 1430: Comics and Comic Characters

• “It is subject cataloging policy to assign a genre/form term to 
selections from a comic strip or single-panel cartoon, and to 
graphic novels; headings to bring out their subject content are 
assigned only in limited circumstances, as described below. 
Subject headings are routinely assigned only to works about such 
strips or cartoons, or about graphic novels.”

• “Limited circumstances” = biographical fiction, historical fiction, 
and animal stories

*This is an 
exaggeration, but 

not by much



And the double whammy: 

• “Do not assign headings for characters to fictional works featuring the character.”

• Examples from SHM:

• Title: Wonder Woman annual.

• 655 #0 $a Comic books, strips, etc.

• Title: The white lama.

• [original work complete in six volumes]

• 655 #0 $a Graphic novels.
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Harley Quinn got her own self-titled comic book 

in 2000. LC didn’t follow the SHM—they did add 

some subject headings to their record—but 

what LCSH did they add?



LCSH’s “defaults”

• The characters who are included as subject headings fall into 
what Sanford Berman describes as…

• “parochial, jingoistic Europeans and North Americans, white-
hued, at least nominally Christian (and preferably Protestant) in 
faith, comfortably situated in the middle- and higher-income 
brackets, largely domiciled in suburbia, fundamentally loyal to 
the Established Order, and heavily imbued with the 
transcendent, incomparable glory of Western civilization.”

– Sanford Berman, Prejudices and Antipathies: A Tract on the LC Subject 
Heads Concerning People (Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 1993)



How do we steer around these 
cataloging potholes?

• Ignore H 1430*     (*this is an exaggeration, but not by much)

• Assign fictitious character headings to comics starring those 
characters

• Assign class of persons headings generously

• Assign topical headings thoughtfully

• Be especially diligent when cataloging works featuring women, 
people of color, LGBTQ people, people with disabilities



Such as….

• Women superheroes—Comic books, strips, etc.

• African American men—Comic books, strips, etc.

• Asian American teenagers—Comic books, strips, etc.

• Transgender people—Comic books, strips, etc.

• Mississippi—Race relations—Comic books, strips, etc.



But remember….

• Women superheroes—Comic books, strips, etc.

• ALSO Superheroes—Comic books, strips, etc.

• Not doing so suggests that “Superheroes” are men but that 
“Women superheroes” are women—we want that 
“Superheroes—Comic books, strips, etc.” link to retrieve ALL the 
records about ALL the superheroes
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Christina Manzella – christina.manzella@duke.edu
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