
COLLABORATING FOR IMPACT:

Creating a Racial Justice Blog Series to 
Connect the Past to Present

MARCH 25, 2021



WHO ARE WE?

Erica Bruchko: African American Studies and 

U.S. History Librarian,

Woodruff Library, berica@emory.edu

Jina DuVernay: Collection Development 

Archivist for African American Collections,

Stuart A. Rose Library, jduvern@emory.edu

Maureen McGavin:Writer, Marketing & 

Communications,

Emory Libraries, mmcgavi@emory.edu



LAND AND LABOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

As members of the Emory Libraries DEI Committee, we respectfully 

acknowledge that the territory our institution occupies is the true 

ancestral and unceded homelands of the Chickasaw, Cherokee, and 

Muscogee people. We wish to elevate the diverse histories and 

cultures of this region that have experienced erasure, violence, and 

oppression as a result of white supremacy.

We mourn the loss of life and liberty of the millions of enslaved 

people whose labor has contributed to the great wealth of this 

nation and this institution. We acknowledge the long-lasting impact 

on Black communities to this day and commit ourselves to the work 

of justice for our colleagues, friends, and fellow citizens.



Spring/ Summer of 2020: 
COVID pandemic and 

murders of Black 
Americans by police 

and vigilantes

Requests for resources 
at Emory about racial 
injustice and previous 

Black student demands

Dean Cooper's response: 
requested a cross-

departmental collaboration 
for a special blog project

Cooper wanted the blog to 
serve as a resource that 

would equip students with a 
starting point for research 

related to social justice



COLLABORATION

 Jina and Erica: DEI members. Maureen: 
involved in organizing affinity & heritage 
month writers for the blogs

 Goal: To connect library resources to 
current events that especially impacted 
Black Americans (protests, voting rights, 
BLM public art)

 Meeting Schedule: Two weekly one-hour 
working meetings to brainstorm, research, 
and write
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STRUCTURE

 August 24: Black Students’ Activism at Emory

 September 21: Protests and Movements

 October 15: Voting Rights

 December 3: Artists and Authors as Activists

"This is the first in a series of blog posts that brings together 
Emory Libraries’ resources with the current struggle to foster 
social change and anti-racism. Over the course of the series, 
topics will include Black Student Activism at Emory, Protests and 
Movements, Voting Rights and Public Policy, and Authors and 
Artists as Activists. We hope the connections that you make 
between our collections and current events will lead to research, 
scholarship, engagement, and a new understanding."



DESIGN PHASE



PROJECT 

FEEDBACK 
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ANALYTICS



Protests and Movements: From Anti-Lynching to Black Lives Matter - 209

Blog Traffic

Black Students' Activism at Emory: Past and Present - 115



Art Imitates Life: Artists and Authors as Activists - 84

Voting Rights:Vote Like Your Life Depends on It - 94



THINGS TO CONSIDER

 You can connect your resources to current 

events via physical exhibits, newsletters, 

podcasts, presentations etc.

 When collaborating, consider individuals' 

strengths and what they can contribute.

 Connecting resources to current events 

allows your library to be part of a broader 

conversation.

Robert W. Woodruff Library at Emory University



Emorylib.info/

RacialJusticeBlogSeries

QUESTIONS?
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