Notes from Charleston Luncheon

November 4, 2010

Analyzing Journal Value

· How are you engaged in analyzing the value of the journals you receive - to determine what to cut, or for other purposes?

· If so, what factors do you consider?  (usage, cost, others?)

· What tools do you use for this task?  Do you use Eigenfactor or the journalprices.com website?

· Is this a manual process? Time consuming?

· Any best practices you can suggest for others? 

· Do you disclose (outside the library or university) what you pay for journal subscriptions?

NOTES:
· All libraries represented have attempted to analyze journal value as part of cost cutting at one time or another

· This is time consuming, manual work.  All participants review usage data and consider other factors (faculty request, faculty comments on titles, impact factor, etc).

· No one used the Eigenfactor and JournalPrices.com website.  Would a webinar help promote their use?

· NCSU has developed a Journal Review Tool that will be released as open source.  ASERL may want to offer webinars when this tool is available.

· U-Washington and Calif Digital Library are developing similar tools
· Some libraries disclose on a public website the cost of their journal subscriptions while others keep this information confidential within the university.
Author Access Fees

· Is anyone supporting author fees for open access journals?

· If so, who determines determine what to pay, and how much?

· What is the source for the funding (ongoing budget item, grant/one-time money, Provost or other non-library funding)?

· Impressions on how it is going?  Are funds being used?

· Any suggested practices/models ?

NOTES:

· Duke’s participation in COPE (Compact for Open-Access Publishing Equity) was cited as the largest example of this kind of work (Information at http://www.oacompact.org/)
· Two other libraries hold memberships in BioMed Central = provides discounts on author fees

· Most see this as an experiment in trying to identify new models; not sure if it will be the lasting model

Journal Retention Agreement

· Do you know the basic precepts of ASERL's Journal Retention Proposal?
· Is your library considering participating in the proposal?

· What barriers do you see in the proposal? Any incentives?  Anything unclear/need further definition before your library can decide?

· Who will decide whether your library participates?

NOTES:

· Most participants were aware of ASERL’s Journal Retention Proposal.  Aisha Harvey was on hand at one table to discuss details as needed.

· Many participants expressed support for the concepts in the proposal but were not in a position to commit to retaining specific titles.

· Several libraries were concerned about their ability to participate if they did not have a separate storage facility, closed stacks, or other non-public storage areas.

· Library deans/directors will make the final decision regarding participation, in consultation with collection managers/AULs.

